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Message Text 


1 . WHILE I WAS SEEING BEGIN LATE IN AFTERNOON ON 

MAY 17 ON ANOTHER SUBJECT, I TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO CARRY 

OUT INSTRUCTION IN PARA 3 OF REFTEL. I REMINDED 

HIM OF HIS CONVERSATION WITH THE SECRETARY IN WASHINGTON 

ABOUT THE SETTING OF AN EARLY "CONCRETE 1 ' DATE FOR FINAL 

WITHDRAWAL. I REMINDED HIM THAT HE HAD TOLD THE 

SECRETARY THAT HE WOULD CONSULT WITH DEFENSE MINISTER 
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WF.I7.MAN UPON HIS RETURN WITH REGARD TO DOING SO. I SAID 
THAT THE SECRETARY HAD ASKED ME TO FIND OUT WHEN WE 
MIGHT EXPECT TO HAVE SUCH A DATE ESTABLISHED. 

2. BEGIN SAID HE WAS VERY CONSCIOUS OF HIS CONVERSATION 
WITH THE SECRETARY, THAT HE HAD DISCUSSED THE MATTER WITH 
WEIZMAN ON HIS RETURN AND THERE HAD BEEN FURTHER DISCUS- 
SION IN THE CABINET. HE SAID THAT THE NEWS OF CONTINUED 
PALESTINIAN INFILTRATION INTO THE UNIFIL AREA WAS VERY 
TROUBLING, AND THAT HE ASKED RHETORICALLY, "HOW CAN THIS 
PROBLEM BE SOLVED?” HE THEN QUICKLY SAID, HOWEVER, "BUT 
OF COURSE WE WILL WITHDRAW IN ANY CASE, AND I SUPPOSED 

IT WILL NOT BE LONG.” 

3. BEGIN THEN ASSURED ME THAT HE WOULD SPEAK TO 
WEIZMAN AGAIN AND TRY TO SEE IF A DATE COULD NOT BE 
SET IN THE NEAR FUTURE. (COMMENT: HIS POINT WAS, I 
BELIEVE, THAT IT SHOULD BE POSSIBLE IN THE NEAR FUTURE 
TO SET A CONCRETE DATE, NOT THAT THE DATE ITSELF WOULD 
NECESSARILY BE VERY SOON.) 

4. TO REINFORCE HIS RESOLVE, I MADE A NUMBER OF 
THE POINTS IN REFTEL, STRESSING PARTICULARLY THE 
FACT THAT UNIFIL WOULD SOON BE FULLY DEPLOYED AND 
THAT POLITICAL PRESSURES WERE BUILDING UP INEVIT- 
ABLY WHICH ONLY A CONCRETE WITHDRAWAL DATE COULD 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 TEL AV 06404 181030Z 

HELP TO DEFUSE. BEGIN DID NOT DISAGREE, BUT I 
DID NOT HAVE THE FEELING THAT A LARGE PROPORTION 
OF HIS ATTENTION OR ENERGY IS LIKELY TO BE APPLIED 
TO THIS QUESTION IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. THE AFTERMATH 
OF THE ARMS SALE DECISION IN WASHINGTON AND THE STATE 
OF NEGOTIATIONS, OR LACK OF NEGOTIATIONS, WITH EGYPT 
ARE CLEARLY DOMINATING HIS THINKING AT THIS MOMENT. 

LEWIS 
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